SZSN Expansi on To I ncrease Production By 60 MIlion KG

Shandong Zhouyuan Seed and Nursery Co., Ltd (SZSN)
$0. 28 UP 16. 6%

SZSN' s 45,000 square foot expansion and new advanced production |ine
wi |l increase annual production by 60 MIlion KGs of seed

This one is on the nove again! Watch for news and get on SZSN

first thing Monday!



| have no evidence that it results in a better station

While this is good news for Rhapsody subscribers, there is a gray lining.

In three cases out of thirty, |I found it cheaper to buy a used CD and pay for sh

i ppi ng than to buy the al bumas a downl oad.

One optionis to listen to a single focus station, on LAUNCHcast or el sewhere.

On-denmand |icenses cost nore, but would open the door to a nore fully-realized v

ersion of the LAUNCHcast personal station, one that did awnay with these restrict

i ons.

The best way to do this is to enable "Automati c Updates" to W ndows.

However, | was glad to lock in the |ower rate.

A laptop connected to a wireless network is ideal

Links are provided to a broad sel ection of best-of lists, nore nunerous and inte

rnational in scope than what Metacritic provides.

Havi ng done this, | then wondered, "How do the other online nusic services stack

-up in terns of selection and price, when it cones to carrying these thirty cri

tically accl ai mred al buns?

HOW THE ALGORI THM WORKS What follows is a guide to naking the nost of LAUNCHcast
s rating schene, sonetines referred to as "the algorithm" used to generate the
playlists for your personal station

Not e: Yahoo has recently discontinued using the LAUNCH brand in favor of "Yahoo!

Also notable is their Discovering Miusic archive, devoted to classical nusic app
reciation.

To mininmze interference, buy a good quality cable and use the shortest cable th
at your situation calls for.

Yet, | want nore control than | get with standard radio.

If you're a Maci ntosh user, you may skip to the next article.

These Rhapsody bl ogs include the Rhapsody Radi sh, the Rhapsody Rock School, and
t he JanBase Rhapsody Bl og anbng ot hers.

I n Novenber, David Pogue of the New York Tines posted an informative review of f
our current offerings.

Had they relied solely on the Rhapsody player, this news m ght have passed them
by.

Anot her good option is to give the gift of Internet radio, ad-free.

Whet her you are | ooking for new al buns to try, or sinply want to know what’s hot
, these lists can be hel pful



Until now, that is, because a bl ogger has begun perform ng this hel pful archiva
function for them

If you can bring your PC close to your stereo, do it.

In three cases out of thirty, | found it cheaper to buy a used CD and pay for sh
i ppi ng than to buy the al bumas a downl oad.

Though NPR and the BBC are perhaps the richest sources for progam archives, nmany
smal |l er radi o organi zati ons are nai ntaining archives of quality progranm ng.

Whet her you are | ooking for new al buns to try, or sinply want to know what’s hot
, these lists can be hel pful

Then assign high ratings to your favorite artists.

A Mcrosoft Excel spreadsheet containing nore details can be found here.

Al bum and artist ratings can be put to good use Although | agree with the song-c
entered approach to rating, | still think the albumis an inportant unit of nusi
C.

As your ratings accunul ate, your investnment in tine begins to pay off: the stati
on plays nore nusic that you like and you start naking happy discoveri es.

Though NPR and the BBC are perhaps the richest sources for progam archives, nmany
smal |l er radi o organi zati ons are nai ntaining archives of quality progranm ng.

| may not like themall, but at least I'Il be able to give thema chance.

Al so, the algorithmfavors new rel eases over old ones, and gives thema bunp in
pl ay frequency.

If I had to buy them namybe I'd try one or two.

Two weeks ago, this show broadcast a two-and-a-half hour WIco concert.

O nusic featuring brass instrunents?

When it cones to buying entire al buns, the online nusic services didn't outshine
the CD store at Anazon.

But with any luck, LAUNCHcast will build on its position as the best, and nost s
ophi sticated personal radio service avail abl e.

O they can be bought online at Anazon.

Is little Suzie getting an i Pod for Christnas?

I may not like themall, but at least I'Il be able to give thema chance.

The site is well designed, with nunerous options to custonize the display.

Until now, that is, because a bl ogger has begun perform ng this hel pful archiva
function for them

In Novenber, David Pogue of the New York Tines posted an informative review of f
our current offerings.

The best way to stay in touch with changes to the systemis to subscribe to the
LAUNCHcast di scussion group on Yahoo, where vigilant users will pick up on any s
i gni fi cant changes.

To mininze interference, buy a good quality cable and use the shortest cable th
at your situation calls for.

Thank you Pl astic Boy!

Note that the algorithmis constantly being tweaked and nodified, which brings u
s to The Third Law of LAUNCHcast: The algorithmw |l change.

HOW THE ALGORI THM WORKS What follows is a guide to naking the nost of LAUNCHcast
s rating schene, sonetines referred to as "the algorithm" used to generate the
playlists for your personal station

unrated nusic that plays.

One optionis to listen to a single focus station, on LAUNCHcast or el sewhere.
For links to other Rhapsody blogs, go to the Rhapsody Rock School

The result is a "playlist concluded" nessage, after which your station will play
popul ar nmusic unrelated to your profile.

Thi s conbi nati on has worked wel |l for ne.

O they can be bought online at Anazon.

Sonme of the better Internet radi o services nake use of Internet Explorer based m
usic players, but often there is an alternative way to play the nusic.

There are a nunber of possible solutions to this problem ranging fromthe sinpl
e to the elaborate.

If you're an MBN Radio user, | would stick to using it fromw thin the Wndows M
edi a Pl ayer.



The downl oad store with the best selection, Apple's i Tunes Music Store, carried
roughly three-quarters of the al buns; the other downl oad stores, roughly half th

e al buns.

The result is a "playlist concluded" nessage, after which your station will play
popul ar nmusic unrelated to your profile.

I recommend using the Firefox browser, wi dely acknow edged as nore secure and up

-to-date.

O fast-tenpo nusic to wake ne up?

Col l ectively, these sites provide Rhapsody subscribers a nuch needed dose of com
munity, one that will hopefully grow into sonething bigger.

I"ve tried other personalized radio stations, but none has captured ny inaginati

on in the way that LAUNCHcast has.

The site is well designed, with nunerous options to custonize the display.

Al so, nake sure that your Wndows machine is getting the latest security updates
fromM crosoft.

You can set favorite stations and preferred nmedia player fornmats.

Then assign high ratings to your favorite artists.

Do not expect audi ophile quality sound.

org "a road nap to digital nusic" Douglas Fl orzakForeWr dRevi ews Publ i cRadi oFan.

Don't rush to becone a "Ratings Master.
Many NPR Prograns have their own archives Wb page, which lets you browse throug
h ol d prograns.

In the process, | becane a convert.
And if, as progranmer in-chief of ny station, | received nore knobs to twiddle i
n the process, | would be happy.

This is the dilemm of the Rhapsody subscriber, or for that matter the subscribe
r to any large online jukebox service.

As with other wireless transnmtters, your success will depend on how cl ean your

| ocal airwaves are.

When enough ratings have accunul ated so that you're happy with your station, you
don’t have to spend as nuch tine rating nusic.

O course there’'s always the risk that Yahoo will head in the opposite direction
and dunb down the systemin order to broaden its appeal

O fast-tenpo nusic to wake ne up?

Even so, this site provides a val uabl e service

It works like this: you rate nusic and LAUNCHcast responds by playing a conbinat
ion of the nusic it knows you |ike and new nusic "recomended" based on your rat
i ngs.

Being able to listen to it anywhere in your hone is, unfortunately, another.

In future articles I will highlight new and worthy archives

Get Your Playlist On!

When it cones to buying entire al buns, the online nusic services didn't outshine
the CD store at Anazon.

When enough ratings have accunul ated so that you're happy with your station, you
don’t have to spend as nuch tine rating nusic.

Thi s means patroni zing the downl oad stores that support the chosen fornat.

The i ndependent | abel downl oadi ng service, eMusic, did surprisingly well, offeri
ng a quarter of the albuns on the list, even though no major |abel artists are
ncluded in its catal og.

| amcurrently running a trial version and am pl eased to see nore spyware being
caught and di sposed of.

One such organization is the radio station WFMJ, a free-formradio station in th
e New York City area known for its independent nusic progranm ng.

Now that | can tap into the know edge of the broader Rhapsody community, ny subs
cription has becone nore val uabl e.

So attenpts at being overly clever and ganing the system are discouraged.

But that doesn’'t seemto be the case this tine.

Should it be in heavy rotation, light rotation, or banned fromthe playlist outr
i ght ?



As it stands now, Rhapsody’'s editors post a playlist, only for it to disappear a
few days | ater.

When enough ratings have accunul ated so that you're happy with your station, you
don’t have to spend as nuch tine rating nusic.

Sonme of the better Internet radi o services nake use of Internet Explorer based m
usic players, but often there is an alternative way to play the nusic.

A search feature lets you search stations by nane, |ocation, format, and | anguag
e.

Song ratings are the nost precise way of letting your preferences be known.

These require that additional software be installed on your PC

Recordi ngs from notables Lead Belly, Wody Guthrie, and Pete Seeger are included

The site was created by Kevin Kelly, a high school nmath and conputer science tea
cher from Arlington, Massachusetts.
If the song is rated, the song rating will deternine the play frequency, period.

" Above this, the higher the rating, the nore likely that you will see songs whi
ch give this as the reason for the selection

Thi s means patroni zing the downl oad stores that support the chosen fornat.

But with any luck, LAUNCHcast will build on its position as the best, and nost s
ophi sticated personal radio service avail abl e.

As with other wireless transmtters, your success will depend on how cl ean your

| ocal airwaves are.

There are a nunber of possible solutions to this problem ranging fromthe sinpl
e to the elaborate.

" So, | went online and tallied the results for Rhapsody, Misicnmatch, iTunes, N
apster, eMisic, and \Val - Mart.

Shoppi ng at the last mnute?

When | tried to nmake the switch, | couldn't find the option using ny Rhapsody pl
ayer.

As with other wireless transnmtters, your success will depend on how cl ean your

| ocal airwaves are.

The main reason, | think, is that | often don’'t want to think about what |'m go
ng to play.

If you can bring your PC close to your stereo, do it.

If the song isn't rated, but the albumit cones fromis rated, then the albumra
ting will apply to the song.

So read the fine print and use sone caution before installing file-trading softw
are, or for that natter any software that is offered for free.

G ft certificates can al so be purchased onli ne.

comor at the iTunes Miusic Store.

In the years that followed, LAUNCHcast went through its share of ups and downs,
but at its core was this ability to programyour own radi o station.

LAUNCHcast, unfortunately, relies nore heavily on an Internet Explorer based pla
yer, but do offer one alternative: playing LAUNCHcast using Yahoo's Messenger ap
plication.

The best way to stay in touch with changes to the systemis to subscribe to the
LAUNCHcast di scussion group on Yahoo, where vigilant users will pick up on any s
i gni fi cant changes.

Two weeks ago, this show broadcast a two-and-a-half hour WIco concert.

At the top of the list is Snile by Brian Wlson, followed by Van Lear Rose by Lo
retta Lynn, and Madvillainy by Madvillain.

These Rhapsody bl ogs include the Rhapsody Radi sh, the Rhapsody Rock School, and
t he JanBase Rhapsody Bl og anbng ot hers.

O course, the CD store won't let you buy the nusic by the track, while the onl
ne nusi c services do, making it nmuch cheaper to buy the three songs you want rat
her than the entire al bum

Each progranme ends with an opportunity to listen with fresh ears to a nmasterpie
ce.

The latter nethod can be used to add lots of ratings quickly.



For a long tine, | have wondered why Rhapsody hasn’'t provided a Wb site to fac
litate the sharing and archival of Rhapsody playlists.

Had they relied solely on the Rhapsody player, this news mi ght have passed them
by.

I reconmmend using the Firefox browser, wi dely acknow edged as nore secure and up

-to-date.

Yet all too often we stick with what we know, our old safe favorites, and miss o
ut on great nusic in the process.

This free Internet radio programguide lets you see, at a glance, what’'s playing
on a large nunber of public radio stations across the gl obe.

G ft certificates can al so be purchased onli ne.

| conduct Spybot scans once a day, while Spyware Bl aster works in the background
, bl ocki ng spyware.

This free Internet radio programguide lets you see, at a glance, what’'s playing
on a large nunber of public radio stations across the gl obe.

As with other wireless transnmitters, your success will depend on how cl ean your

| ocal airwaves are.

Interference is often a problemw th these transnmtters, and depends on your |oc

ation and the other wirel ess gear in use nearby.

Web |inks can be created for tracks, albuns, playlists, and even Rhapsody’s rad

o stations.

This is the dilemma of the Rhapsody subscriber, or for that matter the subscribe
r to any large online jukebox service.

Al so, nake sure that your Wndows machine is getting the |latest security updates
fromM crosoft.

On-denmand |icenses cost nore, but would open the door to a nore fully-realized v
ersion of the LAUNCHcast personal station, one that did awnay with these restrict
i ons.

The result is a "playlist concluded" nessage, after which your station will play
popul ar nmusic unrelated to your profile.

At the top of the list is Snile by Brian Wlson, followed by Van Lear Rose by Lo
retta Lynn, and Madvillainy by Madvillain.

If the song isn't rated, but the albumit cones fromis rated, then the albumra

ting will apply to the song.

As your ratings accunulate, your investnment in tine begins to pay off: the stati
on plays nore nusic that you like and you start naki ng happy discoveri es.

In selection, Rhapsody had a slight edge over Misicnatch On-Demand and Napster
but | wouldn't use to this to deci de which service to use

When the probl em gets bad enough, your conputer slows to a craw and your nusic
pl ayback is aff-ff-ff-ected.

If the song is rated, the song rating will deternine the play frequency, period.

Now that | can tap into the know edge of the broader Rhapsody community, ny subs
cription has becone nore val uabl e.

If you want to nmake the switch to quarterly billing, you may have to cancel your
exi sting subscription and re-subscri be.

" The LAUNCHcast nanme has been retained for the tinme being.

For links to other Rhapsody blogs, go to the Rhapsody Rock School

Had they relied solely on the Rhapsody player, this news m ght have passed them
by.

They work well for sone, but not for others.

You can set favorite stations and preferred nmedia player fornmats.

The main reason, | think, is that | often don’'t want to think about what |'m go
ng to play.

Yet all too often we stick with what we know, our old safe favorites, and miss o
ut on great nusic in the process.

Their BBC Listen Again page lets you play the nost recent broadcast of a wide ra
nge of prograns.

Web |inks can be created for tracks, al buns, playlists, and even Rhapsody’s rad
o stations.



For exanple, nultiple tracks fromone al bum cannot be played i n sequence.

But take heart Wndows users: for you, the banquet is richest; not just in spywa

re but in online nmusic as well.

To mininmze interference, buy a good quality cable and use the shortest cable th

at your situation calls for.

Al so, nake sure that your Wndows machine is getting the |latest security updates
fromM crosoft.

If youre an MBN Radio user, | would stick to using it fromwithin the Wndows M

edi a Pl ayer.

But with any luck, LAUNCHcast will build on its position as the best, and nost s

ophi sticated personal radio service avail abl e.

This is useful if you'd like to pipe your nusic to a roomthat doesn’t have a st

er eo.

In three cases out of thirty, | found it cheaper to buy a used CD and pay for sh

i ppi ng than to buy the al bumas a downl oad.

Note that the algorithmis constantly being tweaked and nodified, which brings u

s to The Third Law of LAUNCHcast: The algorithmw |l change.

The other is to use the LAUNCHcast "npods" feature, available to LAUNCHcast Pl us
subscri bers, which lets you restrict your personal station to nusic from chosen
genres.

However, | was glad to lock in the |ower rate.

O course, it’'s not perfect.

If you own a Wndows PC, you're probably already aware of the spyware problem t

hose annoyi ng I nternet-borne parasites that suck at the life-blood of your conpu

ter.

Al so, nake sure that your Wndows machine is getting the |latest security updates
fromM crosoft.

Prior to the energence of these blogs, | was limted to getting Rhapsody playlis

ts from subscribers that | knew

O they can be bought online at Anazon.

At the top of the list is Snile by Brian Wlson, followed by Van Lear Rose by Lo

retta Lynn, and Madvillainy by Madvillain.

Yet, |’ve al nost always been happy with ny station

O course, the CD store won't let you buy the nusic by the track, while the onl

ne nusi c services do, making it nmuch cheaper to buy the three songs you want rat

her than the entire al bum

In selection, Rhapsody had a slight edge over Misicnatch On-Demand and Napster

but | wouldn't use to this to deci de which service to use

Many NPR Prograns have their own archives Wb page, which lets you browse throug

h ol d prograns.

This is the dilemma of the Rhapsody subscriber, or for that matter the subscribe

r to any large online jukebox service.

Bef ore proceedi ng: Check your "Manage My Account"” options to see if you have the
option of switching with your existing account.

So read the fine print and use sone caution before installing file-trading softw

are, or for that natter any software that is offered for free.

As | listen to the songs on the album | will rate themaccording to how nuch |

like them

What we need are tools to help us explore the catal og: reviews, best-of lists, ¢

harts, and recomendati ons.

Sonet hing else to be aware of: both the transmitter and receiver require an outl

et for their often-bul ky plugs.

The sane goes for a new artist |’'minterested in hearing nore from

unrated nusic that plays.

In the process, | becane a convert.

The first place | go is the Metacritic site, which aggregates reviews from nuner

ous publications.

As your ratings accunul ate, your investnment in tine begins to pay off: the stati

on plays nore nusic that you like and you start naking happy discoveri es.

Moods al so allow you to nodify the proportion of rated vs.



O to all the places in your hone where you mght want to listen to it.

At the top of the list is Snile by Brian Wlson, followed by Van Lear Rose by Lo
retta Lynn, and Madvillainy by Mdvillain.

These Rhapsody bl ogs include the Rhapsody Radi sh, the Rhapsody Rock School, and
t he JanBase Rhapsody Bl og anbng ot hers.

The first place | go is the Metacritic site, which aggregates reviews from nuner
ous publications.

Whet her you are | ooking for new al buns to try, or sinply want to know what’s hot
, these lists can be hel pful

For exanple, nultiple tracks fromone al bum cannot be played i n sequence.

From the archive description: In DI SCOVERI NG MJSI C the presenter takes a piece o
f nmusic apart to reveal its inner workings and di scusses what the conposer had

n m nd.

The i ndependent | abel downl oadi ng service, eMusic, did surprisingly well, offeri
ng a quarter of the albuns on the list, even though no major |abel artists are
ncluded in its catal og.

| use two packages, Spybot Search and Destroy and Spyware Bl aster

The i ndependent | abel downl oadi ng service, eMusic, did surprisingly well, offeri
ng a quarter of the albuns on the list, even though no major |abel artists are
ncluded in its catal og.

Al buns, artists, genres, and sub-genres of nusic can be rated in a sinilar nmanne
r

LAUNCHcast, in contrast, gives you the option of rating every song, specifying w
het her and how often it should play in the future.

If youre an MBN Radio user, | would stick to using it fromwithin the Wndows M
edi a Pl ayer.

O her personalized radio services are sinplistic, drawing on lists of your favor
ite artists or the play |ogs of your jukebox software to create a personalized s
tation.

Oten scratchy, swi ngy and stringy.



